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MINUTES 
 



 

December 19, 2022 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER. 

 

 A regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Litchfield was held in the City 

Council Chambers at the City Hall Monday, December 19, 2022, commencing at 5:30 p.m.  

Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order.   

 

A. ROLL CALL: 

  Mayor     Keith Johnson  Present  

  Council Member-at-Large  Ron Dingmann Present  

  Council Member Ward I  Eric Mathwig  Present  

  Council Member Ward II  Darlene Kotelnicki Present  

  Council Member Ward III  Betty Allen  Present  

  Council Member Ward IV  John Carlson  Present  

  Council Member Ward V  Sara Miller  Present  

  City Administrator   Dave Cziok  Present  

  Assistant City Administrator  Joyce Spreiter  Present  

  Operations Engineer   Mike Geers  Present 

  Assistant City Attorney  Rebecca Rue  Present  

  City Engineer    Chuck DeWolf Present  

  Independent Review   Brent Schacherer Present  

  KLFD     Tim Bergstrom Present  

 

 B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 

II. CONSENT AGENDA -  

 

Each item on the Consent Agenda was considered.  No items were added or deleted. 

 

A. COUNCIL MINUTES TO APPROVE:  

 

1. City Council Meeting –  December 5, 2022 

2. City Council Work Session – December 8, 2022 

3. Joint City Council/Planning Commission Meeting – December 12, 2022 

 

B. FINANCIAL REPORTS TO APPROVE:  

 

1.       Electronic and Wire Transfer Report 

 

C. CLAIMS TO AUTHORIZE FOR PAYMENT: 

 

  1. Computer List of Bills for $108,479.04 

  

D. OTHER PAYMENTS: None. 
 

E. ORDINANCES – SECOND READINGS: None. 



 

December 19, 2022 

 

F. LICENSES:  

 

1. Cigarette Licenses – January 1, 2023 – December 31, 2023 

 

2. Lawful Gambling Permit – Meeker County Pheasants Forever – 

 

 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 

 RESOLUTION NO. 22-12-231 

 LAWFUL GAMBLING PERMIT TO CONDUCT OFF-SITE GAMBLING FOR  

 AN EXEMPT ORGANIZATION MEEKER COUNTY PHEASANTS FOREVER 

 

WHEREAS, an application for a lawful gambling license to conduct off-site gambling 

was considered from the Meeker County Pheasants Forever,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to approve the application to conduct off-

site gambling from a Lawful Gambling license for the Meeker County Pheasants Forever for 

March 4, 2023, at Litchfield Eagles Club, 389 CSAH 34 S, Litchfield, MN, and to direct 

submittal of a copy of this resolution with their application to the State Gambling Control 

Division. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 19th day of December, 2022. 

 

         Approved: 

Attest: 

         ____________________ 

____________________________     MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

3. Lawful Gambling Permit – Litchfield Rescue Squad Aux., Inc. 

 

CITY OF LITCHFIELD 

 RESOLUTION NO. 22-12-232 

 LAWFUL GAMBLING PERMIT TO CONDUCT OFF-SITE GAMBLING FOR  

 AN EXEMPT ORGANIZATION LITCHFIELD RESCUE SQUAD AUX, INC. 

 

WHEREAS, an application for a lawful gambling license to conduct off-site gambling 

was considered from the Litchfield Rescue Squad Aux, Inc,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to approve the application to conduct off-

site gambling from a Lawful Gambling license for the Litchfield Rescue Squad Aux, Inc. for 

January 9, 2023, at Litchfield Rescue Hall, 227 N. Ramsey Ave., Litchfield, MN, and to direct 

submittal of a copy of this resolution with their application to the State Gambling Control 

Division. 

 

 



 

December 19, 2022 

Resolution No. 22-12-232 – Cont’d. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 19th day of December, 2022. 

 

         Approved: 

Attest: 

         ____________________ 

____________________________     MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

 

G. OTHER ROUTINE MATTERS: 

 

1. Distributed Energy Policy Update – 

 

CITY OF LITCHFIELD 

RESOLUTION NO. 22-12-233 

 ADOPTING THE CITY OF LITCHFIELD’S RULES GOVERNING THE

 INTERCONNECTION OF COGENERATION AND 

 SMALL POWER PRODUCTION FACILITIES 

 

 WHEREAS, the City is served by the City of Litchfield, which is committed to 

providing customers with reliable and affordable power; and  

 

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power 

Production is for the City of Litchfield to implement certain provisions of Minnesota Statutes 

Section 216B.164, the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978, and Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission regulations related to customer-owned distributed energy resources; and  

 

WHEREAS, Litchfield City Council is now adopting these Rules for the first time or is 

adopting them to replace a previously adopted similar version of these Rules and their 

accompanying, “Policy Regarding Distributed Energy Resources and Net Metering;” and 

 

WHEREAS, the original adoption of these Rules established or establishes that, in 

accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.164, subdivision 9,everywhere in that section, 

the term “commission” appears, it refers to the Litchfield City Council and, so, the Litchfield 

City Council may resolve disputes relating to the provisions of §216B.164 as they apply to the 

City of Litchfield; and  

 

WHEREAS, these Rules shall be implemented to give the maximum possible 

encouragement to cogeneration and small power production consistent with protection of the 

utility’s ratepayers and the public in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.164, 

subdivision 1; and  

 

WHEREAS, these Rules shall require the City of Litchfield to file with the Litchfield 

City Council for its review and approval a cogeneration and small power production tariff and 

annual updates of the rates described therein; and  



 

December 19, 2022 

Resolution No. 22-12-233 – Cont’d. 

WHEREAS, the cogeneration and small power production tariff shall include a 

calculation of the City of Litchfield’s average retail utility energy rates, and the rates at which 

the City of Litchfield purchases energy and capacity; and  

 

WHEREAS, all filings under these rules shall be maintained at the City of Litchfield 

offices and shall be made available for public inspection during normal business hours, 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Litchfield City Council adopts the 

following Rules Governing the Interconnection of Cogeneration and Small Power Production 

Facilities with the City of Litchfield. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 19th day of December, 2022. 

 

         Approved: 

Attest: 

         ____________________ 

____________________________     MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 

 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 

RESOLUTION NO. 22-12-234 

 APPROVING THE UPDATED COGENERATION AND  

 SMALL POWER PRODUCTION TARIFF FOR THE CITY OF LITCHFIELD 

 

 WHEREAS, the Rules Governing Cogeneration and Small Power Production Facilities 

with the City of Litchfield and Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.164 require the utility to file a 

Cogeneration and Small Power Production Tariff with the Litchfield City Council annually; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the statute and rules cited above require the information contained in 

schedules 1, 2 and 3 described within; and 

 

 WHEREAS, these filings shall be maintained at the City of Litchfield offices and shall 

be made available for public inspection during normal business hours, 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Litchfield City Council approves the 

following Cogeneration and Small Power Production Tariff for transactions following the date of 

adoption stated below. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 19th day of December, 2022. 

 

         Approved: 

Attest: 

         ____________________ 

____________________________     MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR    



 

December 19, 2022 

H. COMMUNICATIONS TO REVIEW :  

 

1. Letter from Downtown Council 

 

   

After review, it was moved by Council Member Allen, seconded by Council Member Mathwig, 

to adopt the following: 

 

 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 

 RESOLUTION NO. 22-12-235 

 APPROVING CONSENT AGENDA 

 

WHEREAS, the Consent Agenda has been assembled and presented; and 

 

WHEREAS, all requests to have items removed have been duly noted, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to approve the Consent Agenda as 

presented except for items, if any, which were requested to be removed for individual 

consideration. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 19th day of December, 2022. 

 

         Approved: 

Attest: 

         ____________________ 

____________________________     MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared 

adopted. 

 

 

III. TIMED ITEMS – None. 

 

 

IV. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF AUDIENCE/PRESENTATIONS – None. 

 

 

V. COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS – None. 

 

 

VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS – None. 

 

  

VII. LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS – None. 

 

 

VIII. BUSINESS –  



 

December 19, 2022 

 

A. FORFEITED LAND – 

 

City Administrator Cziok reported that he had spoken with Meeker County 

Auditor Barb Loch on the options for the City relating to the tax forfeited property that is 

adjacent to City owned property.  The options include advocating for a public land auction, 

purchasing, or conveyance to the City provided there is a public purpose.  He recommended the 

City offer $50 for the property and noted there may also be some other fees related to the 

process.  Council Member Kotelnicki shared her conversations with Meeker County Auditor 

Loch and supported buying the property but for less.   

 

After review, it was moved by Council Member Mathwig, seconded by Council Member 

Dingmann, to adopt the following: 

 

 

 

 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 

 RESOLUTION NO. 22-12-236 

 APPROVAL OF SALE OF TAX FORFEITED PROPERTY 

  

WHEREAS, the City has been notified by the Meeker County Auditor of tax-forfeited 

property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City must approve the classification and sale or conveyance of tax-

forfeited property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City has considered several options in the classification and sale or 

conveyance of tax-forfeited property,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Litchfield hereby approves of the classification by the Meeker County Board of Commissioners 

and requests consideration of sale of the property to the City of Litchfield in the amount of $50 

legally described as follows: 

 

Parcel #27-1177000 

Lots Eight (8), Nine (9), Ten (10) and Eleven (11) 

Block One Hundred Eighteen (118)  

Second Addition to the City of Litchfield 

Meeker County, Minnesota 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the public purpose being the majority of the 

adjacent property is owned by the City of Litchfield and contains city infrastructure enabling 

more accessibility to the infrastructure.   

 

 

 
 



 

December 19, 2022 

Resolution No. 22-12-236 – Cont’d. 

Adopted by the City Council this 19th day of December, 2022. 

 

         Approved: 

Attest: 

         ____________________ 

____________________________     MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared 

adopted. 

 

B. ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTY ORDER – 

 

City Administrator Cziok commended the efforts of the wastewater staff relating 

to the overloading event starting back in June 2021 and the ability to keep the plant in 

compliance since then.  He reviewed the event that took place when a local industry started up 

their cheese plant.  As the Council has been aware, City Administrator Cziok said the MPCA has 

been reviewing the incident and the City has been waiting on the Administrative Penalty Order 

(APO).  He feels it is a fairly favorable review based on the event that occurred and 

recommended the City continue to work with all parties involved.   

 

City Administrator Cziok discussed the APO and explained that it is a result of 

the combination of FDA overloading, Northstar overloading, and land application overloading 

and therefore recommends the non-forgivable fine in the amount of $13,600.00 be split three 

ways to include the City, FDA, and Northstar.  Council Member Allen asked if both Northstar 

and FDA were agreeable to splitting the fine.  City Administrator Cziok responded that FDA is 

receptive, but Northstar has changed ownership since when the event took place, adding however 

that Northstar was still in non-compliance.   

 

Council Member Kotelnicki discussed litigation and questioned who is going to 

respond by the 29th of December and feels a cover letter should be sent from the Mayor.  Mayor 

Johnson said he responded to the letter initially.  City Administrator Cziok said a formal 

response will be provided by the deadline.   

 

Council Member Carlson asked for clarification of publishing the fine over 

$10,000 with the explanation being that fines above $10,000 are required to be published in a 

biannual report.  There was some discussion as to whether or not the fine could be reduced to fall 

under the $10,000 rule.  Council Carlson questioned if a second fine would be accelerated with 

City Administrator Cziok responding that it would be based upon the level of non-compliance.  

Council Member Kotelnicki questioned what action was done between June (2021) and now.  

City Engineer DeWolf said it is an ongoing process with the City having not been assigned the 

APO until November 29, 2022. 

 

After review, it was moved by Council Member Mathwig, seconded by Council Member Miller, 

to adopt the following: 

 



 

December 19, 2022 

 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 

 RESOLUTION NO. 22-12-237 

 APPROVAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTY ORDER 

  

WHEREAS, the City of Litchfield Wastewater Treatment Facility is regulated by the  

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Wastewater Treatment Facility experienced overloading from 

Significant Industrial Users (SIUs) in June of 2021; and  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Litchfield has been working with the SIUs to accommodate the 

loadings which entails significant improvements to the City’s Wastewater Treatment Facility; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) issued an Administrative 

Penalty Order (APO) to the City of Litchfield for violations of Minnesota’s environmental 

requirements; and  

 

WHEREAS, the APO cited violations relating to the SIUs along with violations relating 

to land applications; and 

 

WHEREAS, the APO requires the City of Litchfield complete and document the 

corrective actions to the MPCA, and pay a fine of $13,600.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, City staff has been completing the corrective actions and communicating 

with the MPCA; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has the right to formally dispute the MPCA action within 30 days 

after receiving the APO; and 

 

WHEREAS, City staff recommends splitting the fine in thirds between the City of 

Litchfield and the two SIUS, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 

Litchfield hereby authorizes the City to pay $13,600 as required by the Administrative Penalty 

Order (APO) and negotiate with FDA and Northstar to split the costs between all three parties. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 19th day of December, 2022. 

 

         Approved: 

Attest: 

         ____________________ 

____________________________     MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared 

adopted. 

 



 

December 19, 2022 

 

 

C. HOUSING MEETING FOLLOW-UP – 

 

City Administrator Cziok reported on a meeting earlier in the day with Meeker 

County EDA Representative Lisa Graphenteen and Jim Gromberg, Economic Development 

Coordinator for WSB, relating to the recent housing discussions on December 8, 2022.  He 

shared that a proposal is anticipated to be provided to the Council on 1/16/23.  They would like 

to make appointments to the task force on 2/06/23 and hold 3 task force meetings in February.  

Cziok said the plan is to have a recommendation to the Council by April 3rd or April 17th.  He 

said costs will come with the proposal.   

 

Council Member Dingmann inquired as to the make up of the task force, if it 

would be a cross section of individuals including Council Members and community members.  

City Administrator Cziok said that they envision the housing task force to consist of four 

members of the public, two Council Members, two Planning Commissioners, one Meeker 

County EDA representative, with Jim Gromberg leading the task force.  The Council discussed 

engaging with large employers to take part in the task force or seeking their input on housing 

needs.  No formal action was taken. 

 

D. ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE – 

 

City Administrator Cziok discussed providing a monthly update relating to the 

status of tasks that are in progress and those that have been completed.  He explained that the 

City has a lot to accomplish in 2023 and wants to be transparent and make sure everyone is all on 

the same page moving forward.  City Administrator Cziok is cautious however since the goal of 

the list is to provide an update and not discuss individual items from the list when administration 

and Council Members may not be prepared to discuss.  The Council, by consensus, were 

supportive of a monthly status update.  No formal action was taken. 

 

E. APPOINTMENT TO MAKE – 

 

1. Planning Commission – 

 

After review, it was moved by Council Member Allen, seconded by Council Member Carlson, to 

adopt the following: 

 

 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 

 RESOLUTION NO. 22-12-238 

 PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 

 

WHEREAS, there is one term from 1/01/23 through 2/28/25 open on the Planning 

Commission; and  

 

WHEREAS, this opening was advertised; and 

 



 

December 19, 2022 

 
Resolution No. 22-12-238 – Cont’d. 

 

WHEREAS, one application was received, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to appoint Gary Barnes to the Planning 

Commission for a term from 1/01/23-2/28/25. 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 19th day of December, 2022. 

 

         Approved: 

Attest: 

         ____________________ 

____________________________     MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Upon roll call vote, all members present voted aye, whereupon the resolution was declared 

adopted. 

 

 

IX. ADDITIONAL ITEMS – None. 

 

X. ANNOUNCEMENTS –  

 

A.       APPOINTMENTS TO MAKE – January 1, 2023 – December 31, 2023 

1. City Attorney 

2. Official Newspaper 

3. City Engineer 

4. Weed Inspector 

 

 

XI. ADJOURNMENT – 

 

The City Council meeting adjourned at 6:12 p.m. by unanimous consent. 

 

         Approved: 

Attest:             

         ____________________ 

____________________________     MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 



ELECTRONIC AND WIRE TRANSFERS

Electronic Wire

12/19/2022 12/19/22 A/P 45,645.00$           
12/23/2022 12/19/22 A/P 108,479.04$         
12/23/2022 12/20/22 A/P 220,066.02$         
12/23/2022 12/23/22 P/R A/P 71,825.29$           
12/23/2022 12/23/22 P/R 138,815.60$         
12/23/2022 12/23/22 P/R Online A/P 83,170.67$           
12/27/2022 12/27/22 A/P 614,601.73$         
12/27/2022 12/27/22 A/P 19,134.01$           
12/29/2022 12/28/22 A/P 60,301.96$           
12/30/2022 12/28/22 A/P 44,254.49$           
12/30/2022 12/30/22 P/R A/P 2,278.89$             
12/30/2022 12/30/22 P/R 11,465.85$           

1,420,038.55$      -$                       

*KEY
A/P = Accounts Payable
P/R = Payroll
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KristiKuechle

Voucher Approval List

Accounts Payable

Batch: AP5 00702.12.2022

Voucher No. Warrant Date Vendor AmountDescription Account Number

 577.15 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employee Portion 614-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 586.49 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employee Portion 620-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 199.21 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employee Portion 611-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 2,357.47 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employer Portion 100-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 214.25 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employer Portion 602-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 1,443.41 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employer Portion 604-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 199.21 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employer Portion 611-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 577.15 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employer Portion 614-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 586.49 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employer Portion 620-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 1,443.41 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 FICA Employee Portion 604-0000-2173Federal Taxes

 992.37 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employee Portion 100-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 50.12 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employee Portion 602-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 337.57 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employee Portion 604-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 46.60 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employee Portion 611-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 134.97 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employee Portion 614-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 137.15 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employee Portion 620-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 2.57 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employee Portion 623-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 992.37 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employer Portion 100-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 50.12 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employer Portion 602-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 337.57 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employer Portion 604-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 46.60 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employer Portion 611-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 134.97 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employer Portion 614-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 137.15 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employer Portion 620-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 2.57 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 Medicare Employer Portion 623-0000-2175Federal Taxes

 1,675.00 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 ILIAC-Def. Comp. 100-0000-2181ING LIFE INS & ANNUITY CO

 490.00 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 ILIAC-Def. Comp. 614-0000-2181ING LIFE INS & ANNUITY CO

 2,868.67 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 State Income Tax 100-0000-2172MN Dept of Revenue

 152.71 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 State Income Tax 602-0000-2172MN Dept of Revenue

 1,115.65 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 State Income Tax 604-0000-2172MN Dept of Revenue

 63.97 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 State Income Tax 611-0000-2172MN Dept of Revenue

 326.06 0 12/9/2022 PR Batch 00701.12.2022 State Income Tax 614-0000-2172MN Dept of Revenue
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http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=GLAccount&id=2022:602-0000-2172
http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=APVendor&id=STATE
http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=GLAccount&id=2022:604-0000-2172
http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=APVendor&id=STATE
http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=GLAccount&id=2022:611-0000-2172
http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=APVendor&id=STATE
http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=GLAccount&id=2022:614-0000-2172
http://ssi.NET?action=object&object=APVendor&id=STATE
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ORDINANCES – SECOND READINGS 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LICENSES 
 



 
 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 23-1-6 
 LAWFUL GAMBLING PERMIT TO CONDUCT OFF-SITE GAMBLING FOR  
 AN EXEMPT ORGANIZATION SONGS OF SUMMER FESTIVAL 
 

WHEREAS, an application for a lawful gambling license to conduct off-site gambling was 
considered from the Songs of Summer Festival,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED to approve the application to conduct off-site 
gambling from a Lawful Gambling license for the Songs of Summer Festival for August 18, 2023, at 
Litchfield Civic Arena, 900 N. Gilman, Litchfield, MN, and to direct submittal of a copy of this 
resolution with their application to the State Gambling Control Division. 
 

Adopted by the City Council this 3rd day of January, 2023. 
 
          Approved: 
Attest: 
          ____________________ 
____________________________      MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
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OTHER ROUTINE MATTERS 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 
 



 
 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 23-1-1 
 AUTHORIZE 2023 OFFICIAL SIGNATURES 
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Litchfield that the following City 
Officials are authorized to sign on behalf of the City of Litchfield: 

 
CHECK SIGNATURES –  
 Joyce Spreiter, Assistant City Administrator (Designated) 
 Kristi Kuechle, Accounting Technician (Designated) 
 Ron Dingmann, Mayor (Alternate) 
 John Sufka, Accounting Technician (Alternate) 
 
BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATURES – (Savings) 
 Joyce Spreiter, Assistant City Administrator (Designated) 
 Kristi Kuechle, Accounting Technician (Designated) 

John Sufka, Accounting Technician (Alternate) 
 
OFFICIAL DOCUMENT SIGNATURES –  
 Ron Dingmann, Mayor (Designated) 
 Dave Cziok, City Administrator (Designated) 
 Joyce Spreiter, Assistant City Administrator (Designated) 
 Kristi Kuechle, Accounting Technician (Alternate) 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution is in effect until a new resolution 

addressing this issue is adopted by the City Council. 
 
Adopted by the City Council this 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 
          Approved: 
Attest: 
          ____________________ 
____________________________      MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P:\23RES\23-1-1 Official Signatures 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. 
 



 
 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 23-1-2 
 SET 2023 INTEREST RATE FOR CITY INVOICES 
 
 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 85-10-105 ordered an interest charge on city invoices, the 
amount to be set annually in January at three percentage points above the prime rate; and  

 
WHEREAS, the prime rate in December, 2022 is 7.5% 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that during 2023 the City charge 10.5% interest 

on City invoices which are 30 days or more overdue, unless special circumstances warrant a lower 
rate, or that a longer time would be allowed before interest charges become effective. 

 
Adopted by the City Council this 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 
          Approved: 
Attest: 
          ____________________ 
____________________________      MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P:\23RES\23-1-2 2023 Interest Rate 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. 
 



 
 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 23-1-3 
 DESIGNATED DEPOSITORIES FOR CITY FUNDS  
 AND APPROVE SECURITIES 
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Litchfield to designate the following 
as depositories of Public Funds for the City of Litchfield, for the term of one year from January 1, 
2023. 

 
 Center National Bank of Litchfield 
 Wells Fargo Bank of Litchfield 
 Mid-Country Bank of Litchfield 
 Home State Bank of Litchfield 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the list of pledged securities and the assignment of 

these securities on file be approved for the term of one year from January 1, 2023, with additions, 
deletions and substitutions as needed. 

 
Adopted by the City Council this 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 
          Approved: 
Attest: 
          ____________________ 
____________________________      MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
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TIMED ITEMS 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30 PUBLIC HEARING- 
Consider Adoption of Sales Tax Ordinance 



 CITY OF LITCHFIELD  
 
 RESOLUTION NO. 23-1-7 
  FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE  
 ADOPTION OF SALES TAX ORDINANCE  
 
 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Legislature has provided the City of Litchfield the ability to 
secure a special local law related to establishing a local sales and use tax pursuant to Minnesota 
Session Laws 2021, 1st Special Session, Chapter 14, Article 8, Section 10; and  
 

WHEREAS, said law requires the approval by the voters at a general election pursuant to 
Minnesota Statutes section 297A.99, subdivision 3; and  
 

WHEREAS, upon voter approval, the City of Litchfield may impose by ordinance a sales 
and use tax of one-half of one percent for the purposes relating to the cost of collecting and 
administering the tax and for up to $10,000,000.00 for the cost of constructing a community 
wellness/recreation center that will include a gymnasium and general fitness spaces, a dedicated 
walking section, a community room, and any locker rooms and mechanical equipment needed for 
future additions to the facility; and  
 

WHEREAS, said law allows the City of Litchfield the ability to issue bonds under 
Minnesota Statutes chapter 475 to finance all or a portion of the costs of the above facilities; and  
 

WHEREAS, the voters approved the above sales and use tax at the 2022 general election; 
and  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Litchfield City Charter Chapter 3, Section 3.04 states except as 
otherwise provided, all legislation shall be by ordinance; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Council held a public hearing on January 3, 2023 at City Hall, to 
consider the adoption of a Sales Tax Ordinance after due published and posted notice had been 
given, by the Assistant City Administrator, and all interested and affected persons were given the 
opportunity to voice their concerns and be heard; and  

 
WHEREAS, there were no objections received at the hearing,  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Litchfield 

that this be the First Reading of Ordinance No. 816, adoption of Sales Tax Ordinance. 
 

Adopted by the City Council this 3rd of January, 2023. 
 
          Approved: 
Attest: 
          ____________________ 
____________________________      MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
P:\23RES\23-1-7 1st Reading of Ord 816  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF 
AUDIENCE/PRESENTATIONS 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LEGAL CONSIDERATION 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER-AT LARGE 
POSITION 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. 
 



 
 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 23-1-8 
 DECLARING COUNCIL MEMBER VACANCY  
 COUNCIL MEMBER AT LARGE 
  
 

WHEREAS, Council Member-at-Large Dingmann was elected Mayor for the term 1/01/23 -
12/31/26; and 

 
WHEREAS, a vacancy exists with the Council Member At Large position for the remainder 

of the term through 12/31/24;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Litchfield 
hereby declares a vacancy for Council Member-at-Large for the remainder of the term through 
12/31/24. 
 

Adopted by the City Council this 3rd day of January, 2023. 
 
          Approved: 
Attest: 
          ____________________ 
____________________________      MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
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2. 
 



 
 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 23-1-9 
 ESTABLISH TIMEFRAME FOR REPLACEMENT 
 COUNCIL MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
  
 

WHEREAS, a vacancy has been declared for the position of Council Member-at-Large; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the remaining term for the position of Council Member-at-Large is through 
December 31, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, administration has reviewed the last three Council appointments and reviewed 
the City Charter and process for replacing the vacancy to ensure compliance and consistency,  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Litchfield 
hereby authorizes staff to place an advertisement in the newspaper and on the radio for three weeks 
and post on the city website declaring the vacancy and seeking applicants, and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the application deadline will be January 25, 2023 at 
4:30pm and that the interview process for applicants be set for February 6, 2023 at a regularly 
scheduled City Council meeting. 
 

Adopted by the City Council this 3rd of January, 2023. 
 
          Approved: 
Attest: 
          ____________________ 
____________________________      MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
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ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS 
 



 
 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 23-1-4 
 ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS 
 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that it is standard procedure to make annual appointments to the 
following: 

 
 1. City Attorney – Mark Wood; Assistants – Rebecca M. Rue & Emily Wood  
 
 2. Official Newspaper – Independent Review 
 

3. City Engineer – Chuck DeWolf – Bolton & Menk, Inc. 
 
 4. Weed Inspector – Operations Coordinator Mario Provencher. 
 
Adopted by the City Council this 3rd day of January, 2023. 

 
          Approved: 
Attest: 
          ____________________ 
____________________________      MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
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COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
 



  
 
 
  
 CITY OF LITCHFIELD 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 23-1-5 
 COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS/COMMITTEES/OTHER GROUPS 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor recommends appointing Council Member representatives to 
Commissions/Committees/Other Groups for 2023, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council Members be appointed as 

follows: 
 

COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE TO ANOTHER GROUP 
 

 AIRPORT – Eric Mathwig 
 COMMUNITY ED – John Carlson 
 G.A.R. HALL – Ron Dingmann 
 HERITAGE PRESERVATION – Darlene Kotelnicki  

LIBRARY – Betty Allen 
CENTRAL COMMUNITY TRANSIT – Ron Dingmann and Betty Allen 
(Backup) 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – Sara Miller 
VISITORS BUREAU – Ron Dingmann and Cathy Haugo 

 PLANNING – Eric Mathwig 
 MEEKER COUNTY HOUSING – Darlene Kotelnicki 
 SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL – John Carlson 
   

  *Mayor serves as backup representative if contacted 
 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – Ron Dingmann and Sara Miller 
 
FINANCE & INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE - Ron Dingmann, Eric Mathwig, and John 
Carlson 
 
HOUSING COMMITTEE – Darlene Kotelnicki and John Carlson 
 
 

Adopted by the City Council this 3rd day of January, 2023 
          Approved: 
Attest: 
          ____________________ 
____________________________      MAYOR 
ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
P:\23RES\23-1-5 2023 Council Appoint & Research 
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