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City of Litchfield - Historic Preservation Commission

AGENDA

Monday, April 22, 2019 - 6:30 P.M.

I.

CALL TO ORDER
A.
B.

II.

MINUTES
A.

III.

ROLL CALL/DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
ANNOUNCEMENT OF ADDITIONAL ITEMS

Historic Preservation Meeting - March 14, 2019 & March 25, 2019

PUBLIC HEARING:
3 E 4th St
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.

Open public hearing
Declaration of conflict of interest or ex-parte
Review of proper notification
Introduction of completed application by Commission
Presentation by applicant or designee
Comments from other interested parties
Closure of public hearing, with option to question applicant or parties
Action on due process
Checklist
Findings of Fact
Action on the application by the Commission
Approved (as submitted, as amended, with conditions, in concept)
Defer (more information needed by the Applicant or Commission)
Deny

241 N Sibley Ave.
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
J.
K.

Open public hearing
Declaration of conflict of interest or ex-parte
Review of proper notification
Introduction of completed application by Commission
Presentation by applicant or designee
Comments from other interested parties
Closure of public hearing, with option to question applicant or parties
Action on due process
Checklist
Findings of Fact
Action on the application by the Commission
Approved (as submitted, as amended, with conditions, in concept)
Defer (more information needed by the Applicant or Commission)
Deny

IV.

V.

OLD BUSINESS
A.

CLG GRANT

B.

TOUR OF COA’S

C.

PINT SERIES

NEW BUSINESS
A.

VI.

VII.

GOALS FOR 2019

REPORTS
A.

MEEKER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

B.

MN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

ANNOUNCMENTS
A.

Next meeting will be Monday, May 27, 2019 at 6:30 in City Hall

VIII. AJOURNMENT

MINUTES

March 14, 2019
I.

CALL TO ORDER –

A special meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was held in the City Council Chambers at the City
Hall on Thursday, Marc 14, 2019 commencing at 5:00 p.m. Chair Kotelnicki called the meeting to order.
A.

ROLL CALL:
Commissioner (Chair)
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner (Plan. Comm. Rep)
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner, non-voting

Darlene Kotelnicki
Sid Willson
Frank Koch
Mike Flaata
Dave Welker
Kateri Kormann
Kevin Hovey
Bill Hicks

Present
Absent
Absent
Present
Present
Present
Present
Present

II. BUSINESS FOR SPECIALMEETING - Possible Clock for Sibley Avenue
A.

Discussion on placement of up to four possible clocks - The clocks in downtown Litchfield were
all located on the west side of Sibley Avenue. One was in front of 115 North Sibley Avenue;
one was in front of 215 North Sibley Avenue; one was in front of 227 North Sibley Avenue; and
one was in front of 301 North Sibley Avenue. The HPC can suggest a property but the final
placement of the clock(s) will be up to MN DOT and related to several requirements. Pros and
cons of the various sites were discussed. Any clocks would need to be on the west side as they
were originally otherwise a new location could create a false sense of history. Bill Hicks pointed
out that historically, clocks were often in front of jewelry stores. Darlene commented that 215
and 227 were both jewelry stores. Dave suggested we avoid stoplight areas due to possible
interference with people looking at the clock. Kevin and Mike preferred one clock. Kevin
suggested that two clocks may be too crowded. Kateri commented that a clock on the 300 block
would not be complimented by the courthouse facade. All agreed by consensus that we should
avoid intersections. Darlene explained that our role was to select two possible sites for clocks,
not to select a clock or exact location. The City is requesting this information to determine the
cost of the infrastructure needed for the clock. There was significant discussion about the role
of the HPC, where the request came from, and who would fundraise. These questions will be
answered in the future after the council makes a decision about the infrastructure. Mayor
Johnson was present and suggested the HPC just select possible sites; other matters can be
decided in the future.
MOTION: To request the City of Litchfield place infrastructure at 215 North Sibley Avenue and
227 North Sibley Avenue (Kateri/Mike/Roll call vote Kateri, Mike, and Darlene Yes and Dave
and Kevin No. Motion passed).

B.

III.

Discussion on the style of Clock - The information sent to Sue Granger is included in the packet.
If approved by the Council, she will review this and be working with the HPC and MN DOT.
The process would be similar as to the one used for street lights and other amenities.

ADJOURNMENT – 5:45 p.m.
DARLENE KOTELNICKI
CHAIRPERSON

P:\HPC MINUTES\CC 3-14-19

I.

CALL TO ORDER –

A regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was held in the City Council
Chambers at the City Hall on Monday, March 25, 2019 commencing at 6:30 p.m. Chair
Kotelnicki called the meeting to order. A quorum was established.
A.

ROLL CALL:
Commissioner (Chair)
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner (Plan. Comm. Rep)
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner
Commissioner, non-voting

Darlene Kotelnicki
Sid Willson
Frank Koch
Mike Flaata
Dave Welker
Kateri Kormann
Kevin Hovey
Bill Hicks

Present
Present
Present
Present
Absent
Absent
Present
Present

B.
ANNOUNCMENTS OF ADDITIONAL ITEMS: Darlene requested adding MN
DOT 100% plan to new business. She thanked the commissioners for the work on the clock
request and the special meeting. MOTION: To add MN DOT 100% plan to new business
(Kevin/Sid/Passed unanimously).
II.

MINUTES TO APPROVE –

A.
Historic Preservation Meeting - February 25, 2019 & March 14, 2019 Motion to
approve as submitted (MOTION: Sid/Kevin/Passed unanimously).
III.

PUBLIC HEARING – None

IV.

OLD BUSINESS –
A.

PINT SERIES – The date will be April 23 at 6:30 pm at Litchfield Chiropractic
Center. Darlene will check with Jim Tews and Frank will check with Rod Van Ort.
Topics: building and electrical code issues in downtown buildings.

B.

PARADE OF COA’s – The HPC decided the date would be Tuesday, May 28
from 5:30 to 7 PM. The HPC would meet at 7 PM that night. We will ask The
Tavern on Main, Larry's Barber Shop, Mimi's Cafe, Kevin Hovey, Frank Koch,
ReMax, Carl St. Pierre, and Brooks Holmgren to be on the tour with the
Hollywood theater as an alternate.

C.

CLG GRANT - The agenda was changed to allow Dan Hoisington to go
first under old business. Dan reviewed he will be done on time and will print 5000
copies of the brochure. He is currently working on cleaning things up and his
punch list.

Questions for the HPC:
1. Cover of brochure will be the Palm Building at 215 North Sibley. The commissioners agreed.

2. Do you want all downtown properties in the brochure or the 28 on the tour? Discussion that
the font would be larger with just 28. Commission prefers just 28. Do you want QR codes in the
brochure? Yes. Dan will send us a draft in a PDF document.
3. QR Codes on the buildings, how and where? Discussion was to print them on card stock and
put the name of the property and address on the top. It should also be labeled Downtown Walking
Tour Historic Litchfield. Could place next to the door, can consider locating them all in the same
place if possible.
4. We will start at the park, due to better parking, and go up one side and down another. All
agreed.
5. There will be 6 DVDs and Dan will include a memory stick.
6. Where/how do we want to preview this? Dan will put it on you-tube and give us the
name/access. He will let Darlene know when it is available. We will have a week to preview this.
Comments and corrections will need to all go to Darlene and based on the open meeting law and
establishing an electronic quorum, do not use reply all.
7. After people scan the QR code, where does it go (to find the video)? Discussion about you
tube versus the city's website. Frank and Bill suggested you tube for now and all agreed. Dan felt
that was a better option also.
8. How does the HPC want to roll this out? The commissioners did not have any specific
suggestions at this time. The finished length will be about 90 minutes. We will have this on the
agenda for next month.
V.

NEW BUSINESS –
A.

VI.

VII.

MN DOT 100% Report – Darlene reported that she had a letter and CD
that just came today. The letter states there are copies of the final 100% report,
specifications, and vibration monitoring. The letter states there are 300 pages.
Darlene asked the commissioners what they wanted to do with the information.
It was decided that the CD would be shared and reviewed. Kevin will take it first
and then give it to Bill. After Bill is done, he will give it to Darlene. Anyone will
have adequate time to review this.

REPORTS –
A.

MEEKER COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Nothing to report

B.

MN HISTORICAL SOCIETY - Nothing

ANNOUNCEMENTS –
A.

Next meeting will be Monday, April 22, 2019 at 6:30 p.m .in City Hall

VIII. ADJOURNMENT – 7:45 p.m.
____________________
DARLENE KOTELNICKI
CHAIRPERSON
P:\HPC MINUTES\CC 3/28/19

Certificate of Appropriateness –
th
3 E 4 St

MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURE-HISTORY INVENTORY FORM
Property Name:

Trinity Episcopal Church

Address:

Property Location

Inventory No.

ME-LTC-0136

400 North Sibley Avenue

County:

Meeker

City/Twp:

Litchfield

PIN

T-R-S Quarter:

T119N R31W Sec. 11 SW ¼

Block:

44

USGS Quad

Litchfield North, Minnesota

Lot:

12, 13, 14

Property Information
Style:

Architect:

Unknown

Date Const:

1871

Historic Context:

Railroad and Agricultural
Development 1870-1940

Historic Use:

Church

Present Use:

Church

Property
Type:

Building

Survey Name:

Downtown Historic Resources
Resurvey

NR Status:

Listed

NR Recommendation:

Listed

Prepared
by:

William E. Stark based on Atkinson
and Lofstrom

Survey Date:

February 2010

Gothic Revival

Description:
Trinity Episcopal Church stands on the northeast corner of Sibley Avenue and East Fourth Street. The early part of the building is
located nearest the corner, and consists of a rectangular plan nave with transepts on the east end, and a bell tower and entry on the
south side. The walls are all wood frame construction and clad with board-and-batten on the upper portions. Weather board is
placed below the window sill level, where a heavy molding divides the upper and lower portions. The weatherboard section is
further divided into panels by continuing the window casings and mullions down to the ground sill; the panel beneath each window
is embellished with crossed boards. A steeply pitched gabled roof covers the nave, and smaller hipped roofs are used for the
transepts. A large, Gothic arch stained glass window fills much of the west gable end, and single and paired lancet windows are
placed along the side walls and transept. Two, small, gabled dormers are found on the north side of the primary roof. The square
bell tower also serves as the primary entrance into the nave, where a double-leaf, pointed-arch doorway is placed at the base. On
the tower’s second level are paired lancet windows on the south, east and west sides, above which are six-lobed foil windows,
separated from the base by heavy molding. The next section of the tower is divided by a pent roof, upon which a smaller belfry
stands, with pointed-arch, louvered openings capped by a gabled roof and cross.
At the east end of the nave, the chancel is placed within an extension under a gabled roof somewhat lower that the nave. Attached
to the east end of the early church building, and linked by another entry, is the parish hall, which has a similar, simple design of a
gabled roof, board-and-batten siding and paired, double-hung windows. Another wing extends to the north of this hall.
History:
Litchfield’s Trinity Church is an excellent example of the wooden Gothic style of the early second half of the nineteenth century.
Evaluation:
This property is listed in the National Register and continues to possess the significance and integrity that make it eligible for listing.
Integrity:
Carefully considered alterations have been made to this property over time. The original National Register nomination indicates that
the south transept and the bell tower were later additions, although likely included very early after the original construction. The
attached parish hall, formerly the school, has also received an addition to the north. These changes do not significantly detract from
the character defining features of the original building.

ME-LTC-0136

Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form

Condition:
Trinity Church appears to be well cared for and in very good condition. No significant condition problems were apparent.

Facing SE

Facing NW
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1892 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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1896 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map

Page 4 of 9

ME-LTC-0136

Minnesota Architecture-History Inventory Form

1903 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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1913 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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1917 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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1930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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Litchfield Heritage Preservation Commission
Property History
Parcel Identification Number: 27-0587000
Block: 44 Lot: Pt Lts 10,11,12,13 & 14 beg SW Cor Nw Alg W Li 93.82’ SE 103.84’ NE12.42”
NE4.49’ NE23.77’ SW106.28’ NW 140’ to POB
Current Address: 3 4th St E

Date
1872
1879

Owner/Name
Trinity Lutheran Church

No tax records owned by church

Use
Church

Comments
Built
bell tower added

CITY OF LITCHFIELD
NOTICE OF HEARING
FOR
A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
A public hearing will be held by the Heritage Preservation Commission on Monday, April
22, 2019, at approximately 6:30 p.m., in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 126 North
Marshall Avenue, at which time you may submit your views on the matter in person, by writing or
by representative.
A certificate of appropriateness has been filed with the Heritage Preservation Commission
by Dale Settergren. The property is located at 3 E 4th St.
The legal description of this property is:
Parcel No. 27-0587-000, Block 44, Pt Lts 10, 11, 12, 13, & 14 Beg SW Cor NW Alg
W LI 93.82’ SE 103.84” NE 8.28” NE 12.42’ NE 4.49’ NE 23.77” SW 106.28’ NW
140’ to Pob
City of Litchfield, Meeker County, Minnesota
The request, if approved would authorize the replacement of exterior boards, painting the
exterior, replacement of the down spouts, repair and replacement of the bell tower cross with
composit material, and painting of the exterior doors.
If you desire further information, please contact the Code Enforcement Official’s office.
Dated: March 27, 2019

Publish and Mail: April 10, 2019

City of Litchfield
Historic Preservation Commission

Certificate of Appropriateness Checklist
1. Will the property be used as it was historically or given a new use that requires
minimal changes to its distinctive features, spaces, or spatial relationships?
Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

2. Will the historic character of the property be retained and preserved? The removal
of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

3. Will the property be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use?
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features
or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.

Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

4. Will changes to the property that have acquired historic significance in their own
right, be retained and preserved?
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

5. Will distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property be preserved?
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

6. Will deteriorated historic features be repaired rather than replaced? Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall
match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial
evidence.

Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

7. Will chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible? Treatments that cause damage to historic materials shall
not be used. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to
historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be
undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

8. Will archeological resources be protected and preserved in place? If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

9. The new additions, exterior alternations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize
the property? The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

10. Will new additions and adjacent or related new construction be undertaken in
such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the
historic property and its environment will be unimpaired?
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

Litchfield Heritage Preservation Commission

Findings of Fact

1. Completed application and necessary supporting documents on file within
the proper time frame? Yes No
2. Proper notification of adjacent property owners?

Yes

No

3. Applicant, or written permission designee, is available for the public
hearing?
Yes No
4. Other communication or comments? Yes

No

5. Checklist completed and score? Yes Score_____ No

Score _____

N/A Score_____
6. Does the project meet the Secretary of the Interior Standards and Guidelines
for the Treatment of Historical Places?
Yes No
Reason
___________________________________
7. HPC action of Certificate of Appropriateness.
_________________________
8. Comments:

Attach original to application

Certificate of Appropriateness –
241 N Sibley Avenue

Litchfield Heritage Preservation Commission
Historic Commercial District
Property History
Parcel Identification Number 27-0757000
Block: 59 Lot: 23
Current Address 241 Sibley Avenue North
Contributing

Date
1885

1890
1891

1891
1892

1895
1895

1896
1896
1989
1899
1899
1900
1901
1902
1901
1903
1906
1906
1906

1929
1936
1949

Owner/Name
Use
City Grocery
Grocery store
Delany Branham &
George Hickcox
Heimdal
Newspaper
Kettil Stensrud
(in Norwegian)
Branham Brothers City
Grocery store
Grocery
Delany & Thomas Branham
Chicago Bargain Store
Department store
City Grocery
Grocery store
Hiram Angell& Clark
Angell & Alex Roehl
Edward Healy
Grocery store
Mrs. A.M. Caswell &
Millinery
Mrs. Flynn later Mrs.
Krueger
D. C. Beach
Auction house
Mrs. Lewis F. Larson
Millinery
Cash Bargain
Department store
Meyer Banks
North Star Clothing
Mrs. Lewis F. Larson
Millinery
Anderson And Sweet
Department store
Nels B. Anderson & Sweet
The New Store
Department store
H.A. Rygh
Louis R. Fernald
Drug store
A.P. Brodeen
Shoe repair
Litchfield Fruit Store
Candies & produce
B. Berman & Clarence Young
N. P. Holmberg
Tailor
Joseph P. Engstrom
Photographer
Jacks Bargain Store
Department store
Jacks Ben Franklin
James Carlton Jacks
Hubert Dedrickson
Barber
Paul Jacks (Ben Frankiln)
Gladys Jacks (Ben Franklin)

Comments

Upstairs

Upstairs

Some part

Reopened in one room

Upstairs

Upstairs
Upstairs rear
Second franchise in United States
Upstairs
Upstairs made into apartments

1962

1970

1980
1983
1991
1993

Service & Quality (S.&Q.)
Hardware
Marlow Abdnor
Falknor’s Appliance &
Electronics
Bill Falknor
The Barbers
Rennae Kahl
The Barbers
Marv Alheim
Heartland Head Start
Ed Olson Agency
Ed Olson

Hardware store

Appliance store

Barber shop
Barber shop
pre school
Real-estate

This building also has addresses on West 3rd street which is the northern facade.
11 West 3rd
?
North Central Mortgage
Office
?
Pro-Vid-All Farms Inc.
Office
?
Classical Homeopathic
Healing
Clinic
Julie Holmgren
15 West 3rd
1980s (late)
?

IDS –American Express
Feistner Land Surveying
Sam Feistner

Office
Office

This is the northern facade of a triple building (parcels 27-0755000, 27-076000, 27-0757000). It is a large
two story, Italianate style, and cream colored brick building. The main façade is divided into three four-bay
sections, each flanked by vertical piers of brick quoins. Photographs indicate that the central portion was
built first. The brick on this section has been painted. Across the top of the main and northern façade is a
brick cornice comprised of two rows of corbelling and a row of dentils. Each third of the building has four
tall, narrow segmental-arched window openings with brick window hoods and bracketed, smooth limestone
sills. Similar windows are found on the northern facade. The rear has an early brick addition. The storefront
has a cast iron column at the corner of the building and an enclosed stairway leading to the second floor.

Building Data, City of Litchfield Tax Assessor
Land Appraisal
General Desirability: Good
Lot Record: Topography: Level
Improvements: Sidewalks Curb & Gutter City Water Sanitary Sewer
Street: Asphalt, Alley
Location: Corner Lot
Zoning or Use: Commercial 2
Description of Principal Structure:
Building: Yr. Built 1894 Sq. Ft.1894 25’ x 82’ two story, date unknown 25’ 38’ one story

Foundation:
Exterior Walls: Brick
Roof: Flat, built up
Interior Finish: First Floor Walls plaster Ceiling tin Floors wood
Heating: Gas, forced air
Wiring: Rigid Conduit
Basement: Full

December 21, 1889 Meeker County Historical Society

Meeker County Historical Society, before 1892

Meeker County Historical Society, approximately 1906 or 1907

Meeker County Historical Society, 1964 to 1969, note paint on exterior bricks

MN Historical Society, 1950

CITY OF LITCHFIELD
NOTICE OF HEARING
FOR
A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
A public hearing will be held by the Heritage Preservation Commission on Monday, April
22, 2019, at approximately 6:30 p.m., in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 126 North
Marshall Avenue, at which time you may submit your views on the matter in person, by writing or
by representative.
A certificate of appropriateness has been filed with the Heritage Preservation Commission
by Ed Olson. The property is located at 241 N Sibley Ave.
The legal description of this property is:
Parcel No. 27-0757-000, Block 59, Lot 28
City of Litchfield, Meeker County, Minnesota
The request, if approved would authorize the removal and replacement of several courses of
brick on the North parapel.
If you desire further information, please contact the Code Enforcement Official’s office.
Dated: April 4, 2019

Publish and Mail: April 10, 2019

City of Litchfield
Historic Preservation Commission

Certificate of Appropriateness Checklist
1. Will the property be used as it was historically or given a new use that requires
minimal changes to its distinctive features, spaces, or spatial relationships?
Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

2. Will the historic character of the property be retained and preserved? The removal
of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.

Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

3. Will the property be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use?
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features
or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.

Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

4. Will changes to the property that have acquired historic significance in their own
right, be retained and preserved?
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

5. Will distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or
examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property be preserved?
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

6. Will deteriorated historic features be repaired rather than replaced? Where the
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall
match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial
evidence.

Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

7. Will chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, be undertaken using the
gentlest means possible? Treatments that cause damage to historic materials shall
not be used. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to
historic materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be
undertaken using the gentlest means possible.

Yes
Comments:

No

N/A

8. Will archeological resources be protected and preserved in place? If such
resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

9. The new additions, exterior alternations, or related new construction will not
destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize
the property? The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be
compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and
massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

10. Will new additions and adjacent or related new construction be undertaken in
such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the
historic property and its environment will be unimpaired?
Yes
No
N/A
Comments:

Litchfield Heritage Preservation Commission

Findings of Fact

1. Completed application and necessary supporting documents on file within
the proper time frame? Yes No
2. Proper notification of adjacent property owners?

Yes

No

3. Applicant, or written permission designee, is available for the public
hearing?
Yes No
4. Other communication or comments? Yes

No

5. Checklist completed and score? Yes Score_____ No

Score _____

N/A Score_____
6. Does the project meet the Secretary of the Interior Standards and Guidelines
for the Treatment of Historical Places?
Yes No
Reason
___________________________________
7. HPC action of Certificate of Appropriateness.
_________________________
8. Comments:

Attach original to application

