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Property Location
Property Name:

Fransein’s Café

Inventory No.

ME-LTC-0180

Address:

208 Sibley Avenue North

County:

Meeker

City/Twp:

Litchfield

PIN

27-0727000

T-R-S Quarter:

T119N R31W Sec. 11 SW ¼

Block:

58

USGS Quad

Litchfield North, Minnesota

Lot:

13

Property Information
Style:

Architect:

Unknown

Date Const:

1871

Historic Context:

Railroad and Agricultural
Development 1870-1940

Historic Use:

Commercial

Present Use:

Commercial

Property
Type:

Building

Survey Name:

Downtown Historic Resources
Resurvey

NR Status:

Non-contributing

NR Recommendation:

Non-contributing

Prepared
by:

William E. Stark, based on National
Register nomination by Susan
Granger and Kay Grossman (1996)

Survey Date:

October 2009

Boomtown False Front

Description:
The two-story, stucco-covered wood frame building has a gabled roof. At the top of the main façade is a false front with a simple
cornice. The second story has four rectangular window openings with 1/1 sash and simple architraves over the window frames. The
storefront has a recessed central entrance and a doorway to the second floor on the southern end. The rear façade is covered with
pressed metal which simulates brickwork and has rectangular window openings with 1/1 sash. Historic photographs indicate that
this building was originally faced with clapboard and had a simple bracketed cornice at the top of the main façade. The second story
of the main façade has been covered with stucco. The storefront has been altered with fiberglass sheathing with a stone appearance
and aluminum trimmed display windows. There is a one-story wood framed rear addition, and a brick garage wing.
History:
This building appears to be among the oldest extant structures in the commercial district. Research conducted by the Litchfield HPC
indicates that it was constructed in 1871 at a cost of $800 for the Morris Grocery. The US Land Office was located on the second
floor. The storefront was soon divided to accommodate multiple uses, including the W.P. Todd general store (1875), the Boss
Confectionery (1877), the Babcock Hardware store (1877), and Sykora Meats (1898). Twentieth century uses have included the Ole
B. Oleson music store (1912), W. R. Berens auto dealership (1915), the Litchfield Ice Cream and Dairy (1919), Home Café (1925), a
shoe repair shop (1931), Litchfield Flower Shop (1932) and Hershey’s Music Store (1932). From 1936 to 1960 it was the home of
Fransein’s Café, and later the Shamrock Café. More recent uses have been as a jewelers, Sears Catalog mail order office, gift shop
and coffee shop.
Evaluation:
This building is a non-contributing property in the Litchfield Commercial Historic District due to its compromised integrity.
Integrity: Poor
This building’s façade has been dramatically altered. The original cornice and brackets have been removed, the wood clapboard
siding has been covered with stucco, and the storefront was remodeled. At some point, an addition was placed to the south,
probably enclosing a stairway to the second floor, and connecting it with the adjoining building.
Condition:
Although not occupied at the time, it appears to be in generally good condition.
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