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Neo-Classical Revival

Description:
This two-story Neo-Classical Revival style building is faced with hard, medium-brown pressed brick. The projecting cornice eave has
been replaced by a band of standing seam metal. The second story has rectangular window openings with smooth limestone sills,
brick jack arches, and brick keystones. There is a simple metal storefront cornice. There are two storefronts on the main façade,
both of which have been altered; the corner storefront incorporates black structural glass panels, sold under the brand names
Vitrolite or Carrara, among others. A third storefront is located on the secondary façade at the southwestern corner of the building.
A small, one-story frame addition is on the rear elevation.
History:
Originally called the Robertson Block, this building was built for the Drs. William and Archie Robertson as a hospital. The second
story served as Litchfield’s hospital between 1909 and 1915, at which time a new Litchfield Hospital was constructed. During its use
as a hospital, the interior arrangements of the second floor were divided into various rooms and wards, with birch window casing
and hardwood floors. Patients were supplied with electric bells, and the operating room was touted as “one of the most up-to-date”
in the northwest.
The first floor was occupied by a general store on the north side, and a jewelry store on the south side. By 1917 the northern
storefront was occupied by a bakery and restaurant. Offices were then located on the second floor. Throughout its existence, the
building has housed a wide range of commercial goods and services operating from the three storefronts, basement and upper floor
(after the hospital moved). In the early 1900s, the basement was used as a bowling alley and the K & H movie theater. Other
services provided in the building included a photographer, barber, beauty shop, law office, dentist, and bank. Goods were sold from
a bakery, grocery store, jewelry store, shoe store, yarn shop, clothing store, and paint shop. A restaurant most usually occupied a
basement or storefront location.
Evaluation:
This property is listed as a contributing property in the Litchfield Commercial Historic District.
Integrity: Fair
A number of alterations have been made to this building. The original cornice was removed and replaced with metal standing-seam
siding. The same material was used to partially fill the window openings, where sliding window units were installed, replacing the
double-hung sash. The storefronts were replaced probably in the 1930s or 1940s, when the structural glass panels were popular,
and a portion of the southeast corner storefront was bricked-in on the south elevation.
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Condition:
Brick at the base of the storefronts is severely deteriorated, although it does not present a structural concern or threat to historic
fabric, as these materials are not original. The storefront on the southwest corner has a serious deflection. A downspout on the
south elevation may be causing deterioration of brick and mortar, and should be directed away from the building. High-quality tuck
pointing, matching the original mortar raking and color is necessary. The stone lintels appear to be in good condition.
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