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Inventory No.

ME-LTC-0179

Address:

207 Sibley Avenue North

County:

Meeker

City/Twp:

Litchfield

PIN

27-0746000

T-R-S Quarter:

T119N R31W Sec. 11 SW ¼

Block:

59

USGS Quad

Litchfield North, Minnesota
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Unknown
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Historic Context:
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Commercial
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Commercial

Property
Type:

Building
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Downtown Historic Resources
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NR Status:
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Non-contributing
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by:
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Granger and Kay Grossman (1996)

Survey Date:

October 2009

Queen Anne

Description:
This two-story building is faced with reddish-brown brick and was designed in a commercial version of the Queen Anne style. It has
been altered considerably at the first story with a circa 1980 brick storefront and a brick-faced concrete block addition to the north.
The upper part of the main façade is intact, however, and retains an ornate pressed metal cornice, and three sets of rectangular
window openings topped by rounded and elliptical brick arches that are filled with checkerboard patterning. The side and rear walls
are built of common brick and have segmental arched window openings. The north half has a rear concrete block addition.
History:
This building has contributed to Litchfield’s downtown commercial needs throughout its existence, mostly serving as a clothing and
department store. It is believed to have opened as Krueger Brothers in 1893, and then housed Toggery Clothing Company in 1901.
Other businesses have included William F. Bierman’s clothing store (1908), Greenberg’s Department store (1912; also called the New
Store); Park Bazzar restaurant (1917; moved to the basement in 1920), and Swanson Variety Store (1922). By 1925, Wahlberg’s Five
and Dime Store occupied the space, and shared the main floor with the Hershey Music Store in 1928. The store became Ohland’s
Ben Franklin by 1975, and the major storefront addition was constructed in 1983. A July 30, 1993 storm damaged the parapet. It
became Dueber’s Variety store in 2001, but now stands vacant.
Occupants of the upper floor have included a tailor shop (1921), millinery (1921), the Larson music store (1950s), and the National
Land Bank loan office (1959). Until 1917, a two-story warehouse was located at the rear of the lot (razed).
Evaluation:
This building is a non-contributing property to the Litchfield Commercial Historic District due to its compromised integrity.
Integrity: Poor
Although the second story clearly shows its Queen Anne commercial storefront origins, the 1983 addition combining the storefronts
of two parcels into one, significantly diminishes the integrity of design, material, and feeling for this building. The first story design
has been completely removed, and attachment of the adjoining parcel creates and unusual emphasis on the horizontal in an
otherwise vertically oriented building. The cornice once featured a prominent central crown that extended above the parapet has
been lost.
Condition:
No significant condition issues were apparent with this building.
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