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	Property Location

	Property Name:
	Langren Furniture
	Inventory No.
	ME-LTC-0174

	Address:
	127-129 Sibley Avenue North
	County:
	Meeker

	City/Twp:
	Litchfield
	PIN
	27-0798000; 
27-0797000

	T-R-S Quarter:
	T119N  R31W Sec. 11  SW ¼
	Block:
	64

	USGS Quad
	Litchfield North, Minnesota
	Lot:
	5 and 6



	Property Information

	Architect:
	Unknown
	Style:
	Italianate

	Date Const:
	c. 1885
	Historic Context:
	Railroad and Agricultural Development 1870-1940

	Historic Use:
	Commercial
	Present Use:
	Commercial

	Property Type:
	Building
	Survey Name:
	Downtown Historic Resources Resurvey

	NR Status:
	Contributing
	NR Recommendation:
	Contributing

	Prepared by:
	William E. Stark, based on National Register nomination by Susan Granger and Kay Grossman (1996)
	Survey Date:
	October 2009



Description:
This two-story, Italianate style, cream-colored brick building has a symmetrical main façade which is divided into two halves. Each half has four segmental-arched window openings with 2/2 sash, smooth limestone sills, and intact brick window hoods. At the top of the building is a tall, decorative brick cornice with corbelling, finials, and a triangular projection at the center. The storefronts have brick cornices with corbelling. This building stands on the northern side of an east-west alley and therefore has two principal facades (east and south). The southern façade has segmental-arched window openings with brick window hoods and an early, exterior fire escape from the second story is enclosed with tin siding pressed in a brick pattern. The rear elevation is cream-colored brick with segmental-arched window openings.  A one-story brick wing was added to the rear before 1903, and a later metal-sided frame structure was added to the south side. Both storefronts have been altered. The south storefront has a central entry flanked by large display windows and brick facing. The upper portion has a front gable and shake shingle cladding. The north storefront has an entry to the north end, and metal framed display windows and door. Brick facing on the first story façade surrounding the storefronts has been replaced. 

History:
A house, an ice house (later an ice cream factory), and sheds were once located at the rear of the lot (razed).  This double building was constructed before 1887, probably in the early or mid 1880s. Their combined spaces on the main, upper and basement levels provided opportunities for a range of Litchfield retailers, manufacturers and service providers over its lifetime.  In its early years, the south building (127 Sibley Avenue North) was home to Benson Brothers’ general store (1888), Anderson & Simon furniture store (1890), the First State Bank (1890), the Golden Eagle clothing store (1893), and the Lofstrom Drug store (1902), a purpose which it served for many years. By 1946 it had become the Butterwick Pharmacy.  The upstairs (addressed as 125 Sibley Avenue North) offered space for a variety of businesses, including a real estate office (1887), cigar factory (1904), glove factory, telephone office, (1905), insurance office (1915), and tailor (1939). The basement (addressed as 123 Sibley Avenue North) has housed a confectionary (1891) and Hubert’s Barber Shop (1929).

The north building was home to UTK Clothing and Dry Goods House (1886), the Golden Eagle Clothing House (1888), and confectionary (1896). Its use as a furniture store and undertaker appears to have dominated its use for much of its history, beginning with R. C. Smith & Company in 1891, then Ole L. Langren’s undertaking and furniture business (1911). In 1927 a morgue room was added to the rear. Swenson & Hagglund operated their furniture and undertaking business by 1929, which became Hagglund Furniture by 1935.  Don Brock operated Brock’s Home Furnishing in 1959, and in 1961 it became Christine’s women’s clothing store. In more recent years, it has been a gift and flower shop. 

Evaluation:
This building is a contributing property to the Litchfield Commercial Historic District.

Integrity: Good
This building retains good integrity, especially on the second story, where the original windows appear to be intact.  The storefronts have been completely changed, although they continue to serve retail purposes. The brick framing the storefronts has been replaced.  Overall, the original Italianate design continues to be apparent, giving it strong integrity of design, material, feeling and association. 

Condition:
A number of condition issues were apparent for this property. Most notably, brick deterioration and significant bowing was seen on the south (alley) elevation. Similarly, brick deterioration was found at the base of the northeast corner. At the parapet, there was evidence of mortar loss and missing coping.  The original wood windows are in need of repairs.
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